
SINGAPORE DAISY is an attractive perennial herb native to Tropical America. It 

was introduced into South Africa as an ornamental groundcover, and has escaped culti-

vation to become invasive in some parts of the country. The plants form mats (i) that are 

up to 30 cm high, with stems up to 2 metres long, which creep along the soil and root as 

they spread. The dark green leaves (ii) are up to 12 cm long, rough and glossy, lobed 

and entire or toothed. Bright yellow to orange flowers (iii) are borne singly on flowering 

stalks that are up to 15 cm long. Plants flower throughout the year, and are followed by 

small, brown fruits. Singapore Daisy is a declared invader throughout South Africa and 

must be controlled, or eradicated where possible. It is considered to be one of the world’s 

hundred worst invasive alien plants. 

 

THE PROBLEM 

Infestations of these plants occur on roadsides, alongside rivers and wetlands, in coastal 

forest and dunes, in open urban spaces and in lawns. Singapore daisy forms dense mats 

of vegetation on soil, but may also grow into surrounding shrubs and trees. There are 

also indications that the plant may be allelopathic, which means it produces a chemical 

that inhibits the growth of surrounding plants. The result is that Singapore daisy has the 

capacity to overshadow and/or outcompete the surrounding indigenous plants and alter 

local habitats. Furthermore, the plant is fairly hardy, can survive in a wide variety of con-

ditions, including drought and flooding, and will regenerate after frost. Owing to the fact 

that stems root wherever they touch the soil, infestations may spread very rapidly. Seeds 

may be dispersed by wind, birds and other animals, or in garden waste. 

 

THE SOLUTION 

Infestations can be controlled mechanically by removing plants by hand. However, seeds 

or fragments of stem that remain in the soil may root. Thus, hand-pulling should always 

be followed up with chemical control. Burning may also be effective in certain areas. 

Although no herbicide is registered specifically for use on Singapore daisy, a general 

broad-leafed herbicide may be effective. Consult your local nurseryman or agricultural co

-operative. As with most invasive alien plants, biological control is the only sustainable 

solution but, unfortunately, no potential biocontrol agents have been identified for use. In 

the meantime, landowners and gardeners are strongly advised to remove plants from 

their property. There are many indigenous groundcovers that could be used instead. 

Creeping foxglove (Asystasia gangetica) is fairly hardy and fast-growing, and bears 

masses of foxglove-shaped flowers. Arctotheca and Arctotis species could also be used 

(see SANBI’s website http://www.plantzafrica.com/frames/plantsfram.htm). 
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